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place. The efficiency of the Russian worker is still
enormously lower than that of either the European
or the American worker. (Two other measures were
used by the government to check this continuous
exodus of laborers. One was a 25 to 50 per cent
increase in the railroad fares, and the other a 25
per cent decrease in the number of passenger trains
run. These also proved unavailing, although the
latter measure improved freight movements
throughout the country by diverting the equipment
of passenger trains to the use of freight systems.)

3. The two and one-half or three million Com-
munist Party members, a non-productive group
receiving the best the country has to offer, are a
tremendous load for the Russian workers to carry
on their shoulders. The prime cause of Russia's
economic weakness is this group of communist&
who make up the government. Its intricate mecha-
nism for running the country by a complicated,,
bureaucratic system of red tape hinders the normal
development of Russian economic life.

The following specific cases will serve to clarify
this fact. In Baku, the center of the oil industry,
with which I am very familiar, I made a visit to the
oil fields. I was able to do this because I had a
letter from the industry's main office in Moscow,.